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BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TO: Donald Evans, Ed.D., Superintendent
FROM: Lew Jones, Director of Facilities
DATE: January 29, 2014
SUBJECT: Demographics Report

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On September 25, 2013, the Board authorized staff to hire Davis
Demographics and Planning (DPP) to provide a report on the predicted
student population (a demographic report).   They have completed their
report.  The entire report is 253 pages and we have included 26 pages
from that report in the Board Agenda packet. The entire report is
available in the public information office for review. While the report and
presentation speak for themselves, there is a number of ideas which are
worth highlighting:

1. The transitional kindergarten program will continue to grow as it
becomes better known.  Our current program does not reflect the
predicted population;

2. Next year’s kindergarten class will be lower than recent ones;
3. The high number of recent kindergarten classes will cause growth

in the higher grade levels over the course of the study period;
4. The growth in the central elementary zone continues to be higher

than the other two zones (197 over the course of the study as
opposed to 112 and 113 for the other zones);

5. The growth in the two middle school zones is almost the same (224
for the King zone and 229 for the Willard zone);

6. The District appears to be attracting a higher percentage of
students at the earliest grades and keeping them through 12th

grade.  In years past BUSD had a significant bump between 8th

and 9th grades (as many as 40% more students in 9th than 8th), but
the current numbers are much less (a 15% increase in this past
year).

Davis Demographics will present their findings at the Board meeting.
Their report should be used as a planning tool, but not a final road map.
Every year, anecdotal information, actual applications to the Admissions
Office, and the final number of students attending our schools will help
determine the number of classrooms to be opened.

This report raises a number of questions that the District will need to
consider for future planning. Generally speaking, more students are
perceived as positive, but we will need to study the implications for our
facilities and the capacity of Measure A to absorb a larger population
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while maintaining existing class size goals.  Both capacity and local
funding issues may be partially alleviated by reviewing our K-3 class size
goals of 20:1in comparison with State class size funding for 24:1.  The
other option is to increase District capacity and increase our financial
commitment to the current class size targets.

The Board is scheduled to consider options for housing transitional
kindergarten for next year at the February 12th Board Meeting.  The
demographic report will be an important tool to inform that
recommendation.

DISTRICT GOAL
V-B – Parcel Tax and Bond Revenues:  Provide the best possible
education for all students by effectively utilizing local parcel tax and
bond revenues.

POLICY/CODE
Board Policy 3310

FISCAL IMPACT
No cost to accepting the report.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Accept the demographic report.  Ask questions of the consultant as
appropriate.  Direct staff on any future steps.
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INTRODUCTION AND DISTRICT BACKGROUND 
 
 The Berkeley Unified School District has contracted with Davis Demographics & Planning, 
Inc. (DDP) to update and analyze demographic data relevant to the District’s facility planning 
efforts.  The scope of contracted work includes: mapping the District, geocoding a student file that 
is usually representative of October's official head count, developing and researching pertinent 
demographic data, identifying future residential development plans, if any, and developing a seven 
year student population projection.  DDP will then assist the District in developing solutions for 
housing future student population. This study was prepared to assist the District’s efforts in 
evaluating future site requirements and attendance area changes. 
 
 The purpose of this report is to identify and inform the District of the trends occurring in the 
community, how these trends may affect future student population; and to assist in illustrating 
facility adjustments that may be necessary to accommodate the potential student population shifts.  
The District can then use this information to better plan for the need, location and timing of facility 
or boundary adjustments. 
 
Berkeley USD is in the city of Berkeley, CA in Alameda County. There are approximately 112,000 
people living in Berkeley as of the writing of this report and Berkeley USD services this population 
for grades kindergarten through 12th grade. Berkeley is an established, urban city and is fairly built 
out. There are some small residential projects going on within the district but nothing that will make 
a huge impact on near future student  population. 
 
 The Sources of Data section details where the two sources of data, geographic and non-
geographic, are collected and how each data item is used in the seven year student population 
projection model. 
 
 The Seven Year Projection Methodology section discusses, in detail, how the factors used 
in the study were calculated and why they were used.  These factors include: the calculation of 
incoming kindergarten classes, additional students from new housing (referred to as student yield), 
the effects of student mobility, and a detailed review of planned residential development within the 
District. 
 
 The Student Resident Projection Summary sections are a review of SY 2013/14's student 
resident projection results.  Included in these sections are a district wide student population 
projection summary and a projected resident student population summary for each existing 
attendance area and study area. 
 
 While reading this report, it is important to remember that this is a snapshot of current and 
potential student population based upon data gathered in fall 2013.  Population demographics 
change, development plans change, funding opportunities can change, District priorities can 
change, and therefore, new projections and adjustments to the overall Facilities Master Plan will 
continue to be necessary in the future.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 Davis Demographics & Planning, Inc. is assisting the Berkeley Unified School District (BUSD) 
to plan for future student population changes.  By factoring current and historical student data with 
demographic data and planned residential development, DDP calculated a Seven year student 
population projection.  This projection is based upon residence of the students and is designed to 
alert the District as to when and where student population shifts will occur. 
 
Berkeley USD student population is projected to increase by 1,588 potential TK-12 students over 
the projection time frame.  The overall elementary (grades TK-5) student population is expected to 
increase by 433 students by 2020.  The middle school (grades 6-8) student population may increase 
by around 453 students by 2020. The high school population may see an increase as well, with a 
jump of around 702 over the next seven years. The projected increases for BUSD are mostly due to 
higher mobility rates which indicates that the district is keeping their students as they progress from 
grade to grade and in fact may be adding students overall as well. 
 
 
Brief Overview of Projection Variables & Residential Development 
 
The birth rate numbers over the last few years have up and down, staying around 1,200. There was 
a small drop in 2009 (2014’s K class) and then again in 2011 (2016’s K class) which will show in the 
projections as smaller K classes. All in all the birth data is showing a district that is in decline in 
regards to birth rates and the birth rates applied to the projections by residence reflects this through 
2020.  
 
(For more specifics on Birth Rates see Section One p. 5) 
 
The mobility factors, which are an average of the in/out migration over the last four years (2009-
2012), indicate that for the most  part  BUSD is holding onto its students as they progress from 
grade to grade essentially. On the average, the K-6 mobility is around 100%, meaning there is no 
gain or loss of students as they progress from grade to grade. Middle school and high school rates 
are showing that the district is doing well at mobility factors at 102% and 106% respectively. 
 
(For more specifics on Mobility Factors see Section One p. 6) 
 
There is some residential development scheduled to occur over the next few years, but most of this 
development is considered “urban style” type homes and the student yield will most likely be small 
(around 5 students per 100 homes). 
 
(For more specifics on Residential Development see Section Two) 
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SECTION ONE – METHODOLOGY 
 
 
SOURCES OF DATA 
 
Geographic Map Data 
 Five (5) geographic data layers were updated for use in the seven year student population 
projections: 
 

1. Street Centerline Database 
2. Study Areas 
3. Schools 
4. Students – Historical and Current 
5. Planned Residential Development 

 
1) Street Centerline Data 
 DDP has licensed a digital street centerline map of the School District from ETAK.  The 
street database has associated attributes that contains, but are not limited to, the following fields: 
full street name, address range and street classification  

The main function of the streets is in the geocoding process of the student data.  Each 
student is geocoded to the streets by their given residence address.  The geocoding process places 
a point on the map for every student in the exact location that student resides.  This enables DDP to 
analyze the student data in a geographic manner.   

Another vital utilization of the digital street database is in the construction of study areas.  
Freeways, major streets and neighborhood streets are generally used as boundaries for the study 
areas. 
 
2) Study Areas 
 Study areas are small geographic areas, similar to neighborhoods, and the building blocks of 
a school district.  Study areas are geographically defined following logical boundaries of the 
neighborhood such as freeways, streets, railroad tracks, or rivers. Each study area is then coded with 
the elementary, middle and high school that the area is assigned to attend.  By gathering 
information about the district at the study area level, DDP and the District can closely monitor 
growth and demographic trends in particular regions and identify potential need for boundary 
adjustments or new facilities. 
 
3) Schools 
  The District provided school facility location information to DDP for the purpose of 
mapping the District facilities.  The school information includes school name, address, unique code 
and capacity. 
 
4) Student Data 

a. Historical Student Data - Historical enrollment is used to compare past student 
population growth and trends as well as the effects of mobility (move in, move out from existing 
housing) throughout the District.  DDP utilized the four (4) previous year's (10/11, 11/12, 12/13 
and 13/14) geocoded students as historical data. 
 
 b. Current Student Data - A student data file for October 2, 2013 (received by computer 
data file from the School District) summarized by grade level and by study area is used as a base for 
student population projections.  Existing students were categorized by study area through the 
geocoding process that locates each student within a particular area based upon their given 
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address.  The projections run each of the next seven years from school year 2013/14 through 
school year  2020/21 . 
 
 c. Student Accounting The Student Accounting Summary (Table 1) indicates the total 
student enrollment as of October 2013 and the number of student used in the seven year student 
population projections.  The projection model is based upon student residence and excludes 
students residing outside of the District’s boundaries, students unable to be address matched, if 
applicable, and special education students (special education students usually attend a school that 
services their particular need). 

 
Student Accounting Summary 

School Year 2012/13 Actual Enrollment (10/3/2012) 
 
Total Students Provided by District File (October 2013)                  9,572 
Students Living out of district (Permit Holders )          -685 
Special Education Student (SDC)             -118 

 
 

TK – 12 RESIDENT STUDENTS USED IN PROJECTIONS       8,769 
 

Table 1– Student Accounting Summary 
 
5) Planned Residential Development 
 This data was obtained through discussions with the District, city agencies, county agencies 
and major developers within the District boundaries.  Data includes development name, location, 
housing type, total number of units and projected move in dates (phasing).  Phasing for planned 
housing is factored into the seven projections.    (See SECTION 2 for a detailed listing of the planned 
residential development).  In the student population projection DDP includes all Approved and 
Tentative tract maps in addition to any planned or proposed development that possibly will occur 
within the projection timeframe.  The planned residential development information and phasing 
estimates is a snapshot of the District at the time of this study.  All of the information may change 
and should be updated annually. 
 
 
Data Used for Variables 
 Three sets of data were compiled and reviewed for use in the seven year student population 
projections by residence: 
 

1. Births by Zip Code 
2. Mobility Factors 
3. Student Yield Factors 

 
 
1) Births by Zip Code Data 
 Birth data by postal zip code was obtained from the California State Department of Health 
for the years 2003-2011 and roughly correlated to the Berkeley Unified School District.  Past 
changes in historical birthrates are used to estimate future incoming kindergarten student 
population from existing housing. 
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2) Mobility Factors 
 Mobility refers to the increase/decrease in the migration of students within the District 
boundary (move-in/move-out of students from existing housing). Mobility, which is essentially a 
modified cohort, is applied as a percentage of increase/decrease among each grade for every year 
of the projections. 
 
3) Student Yield Factors (SYFs) 
   The Student Yield Factors were provided by BUSD district officials to DDP for use in the 
seven year projections. 
 
 The student yield factors, combined with planned residential development units are used to 
determine the number of students generated from new residential housing development projects. 
Student Yield Factor calculations will be discussed again in the Seven Year Projection Methodology 
section. 
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SEVEN YEAR PROJECTION METHODOLOGY 
 

 The projection methodology used in this study combines historical student population 
counts, past and present demographic characteristics, and planned residential development to 
forecast future student population at the study area level.  District-wide projections are summarized 
from the individual study area projections. These projections are based on where the students 
reside and where they should be attending school. We use the actual location of where the 
students reside, as opposed to their school of enrollment, in order to provide the most accurate 
estimate of where future school facilities should be located. The best way to plan for future 
student population shifts is to know where the next group of students will be residing.  The 
following details the methodology used in preparing the student population projections by 
residence. 
 
Seven Year Projections 
 Projections are calculated out seven years from the date of projection for several reasons.  
The planning horizon for any type of facility is typically no less than five years, often longer.  Seven  
years are usually sufficient to adequately plan for a new facility.  It is a short to mid term solution for 
planning needs. Projections beyond seven years are based on speculation due to the lack of reliable 
information on birthrates, new home construction and economic conditions. 
 
Why Projections are Calculated by Residence 
 Typically, school district projections are based on enrollment by school.  However, this 
method is inadequate when used to locate future school facility needs, because the location of the 
students is not taken into consideration.  A school’s enrollment can fluctuate due to variables in the 
curriculum, program changes, school administration and open enrollment policies.  These variables 
can skew the apparent need for new or additional facilities in an area. 
 
 The method used by DDP is unique because it modifies a standard cohort projection with 
demographic factors and actual student location.  DDP bases its projections on the belief that 
school facility planning is more accurate when facilities are located where the greatest number 
of students reside. 
 
 The best way to plan for facility requirements is to know where the next group of students 
will be residing.  The following details the methodology used in preparing the student population 
projections. 
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PROJECTION VARIABLES  
 
 Each year of the projections, 12th grade students graduate and continuing students progress 
through to the next grade level.  This normal progression of students is modified by the following 
factors: 
 
1) Incoming Kindergarten 

Live birth data is reported to the California State Department of Health by the resident postal 
zip code of the mother.  DDP uses the birth data by zip code roughly correlating to the District 
boundary and applies the data accordingly.  If need be a different birth factor can be applied to 
various areas of the District. 
 
 Incoming kindergarten classes, for existing homes, are estimated by comparing changes in 
past births in the area.  Table 2 illustrates the total births for each zip code in the Berkeley Unified 
School District from 2003 to 2011.  Incoming kindergarten classes are determined by multiplying 
the existing kindergarten class (2013/14) by the percent increase/decrease in the birthrate for the 
year the kindergarten class was born (2008).  Assuming that the 2013/14 school year kindergarten 
class was born in 2008; DDP compared the total births in 2008 to the total births in 2009, to 
determine a factor for next year's kindergarten class (2014/15).  The 2008 births were compared to 
2010 (2015/16’s K class), 2008 to 2011 (2016/17’s K class) and 2008 to 2012 (2017/18’s K class). 
 
The birth rate numbers over the last few years have up and down, staying around 1,200. There was 
a small drop in 2009 (2014’s K class) and then again in 2011 (2016’s K class) as well which will 
show in the projections as smaller K classes. All in all the birth data is showing a district that is in 
decline in regards to birth rates and the birth rates applied to the projections by residence reflects 
this through 2020.  
     Table 1 – Birth Rates 
 

Berkeley USD Live Birth Data 

               
               
           

Birth Data 

   
 

Zip Codes within BUSD 
    

 
94702 94703 94704 94705 94706 94707 94708 94709 94710 94720 Total 

   2003 193 208 50 143 213 120 95 58 126 8 1,214 
   2004 177 204 53 128 227 125 110 94 102 8 1,228 
   2005 185 192 52 118 204 107 87 67 121 5 1,138 
   2006 182 206 70 121 259 89 98 73 122 8 1,228 
   2007 217 241 67 106 261 97 103 70 98 11 1,271 Real Birthrate Birthrates Year of  

2008 209 221 61 106 259 99 94 84 93 7 1,233 BASE YEAR used by DDP Projection 
2009 187 200 49 108 290 90 89 63 81 8 1,165 94.5% 94.5% 2014 
2010 183 211 74 106 271 98 98 64 87 6 1,198 97.2% 97.2% 2015 
2011 178 206 44 91 271 87 77 70 91 8 1,123 91.1% 91.1% 2016 
2012* NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 94.3% 94.3% 2017 

             
94.3% 2018 

             
94.3% 2019 

             
94.3% 2020 

 *Live birth data was unavailable for the years 2012 & 2013 from the State of CA.
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2) Student Mobility Factors 
 Student mobility factors further refine the seven-year student population projections.  
Mobility refers to the increase/decrease in the migration of students within the District boundary 
(move-in/move-out of students from existing housing). Mobility, similar to a cohort, is applied as a 
percentage of increase/decrease to each grade for every year of  the projections. 
 
 A net increase or decrease of zero students over time is represented by a factor of 1.000.  A 
net student loss is represented by a factor less than 1.000 and a net gain by a factor greater than 
1.000 (see Table 4). 
 

Example:  
           100     Kindergarten students in fall 13/14 
  x     1.005   (Central Zone 1st grade mobility) 
  =     100.5    1st grade students in fall 14/15 
 

 Having historical student data categorized by Study area is extremely helpful in calculating 
accurate Student Mobility Factors.  DDP was able to utilize the last four year’s (school years  
2010/11, 2011/12, 2012/13 and 2013/14) student data. The 2008/09 student data was compared 
to 2009/10, 2010/11 to 2011/12, and 2012/13 to this year’s student data at the Study area level. 
Grades 1-12 were corresponded to the 3 elementary zones. 
 

Table 3– Mobility Factors 

 
BERKELEY USD – MOBILITY FACTORS 

3-YEAR AVERAGE BASED ON ELEMENTARY ZONES 
  

 
G1 G2 G3 G4 G5 G6 G7 G8 G9 G10 G11 G12 

CENTRAL ZONE 1.005 1.012 1.020 1.012 1.039 1.051 1.030 1.021 1.258 1.035 1.014 1.013 
NORTHWEST ZONE 0.967 0.997 1.022 0.996 1.009 0.980 1.051 1.044 1.191 1.026 1.003 1.001 

SOUTHEAST ZONE 0.992 0.996 0.977 1.000 0.987 0.972 1.005 1.025 1.258 0.993 0.993 0.979 
District-wide Average: 0.988 1.002 1.006 1.003 1.012 1.001 1.029 1.030 1.236 1.018 1.003 0.998 



Berkeley Unified School District                                       SY 2013/14 Report 

  7         Page January 16, 2014 

 

4) Student Yield Factors 
 The Student Yield Factors, when applied to planned residential development units, 
determine how many additional students will be generated from new construction within the 
District (see Section Two for details on planned residential development) 

 
 The Student Yield Factors were given to DDP by District officials for use in the seven year 
projections. They are as follows: 
 

Table 4 – Student Yield Factors 

 
 

Student Yield Factors – Seven Year Projection 
 

 K-6 7-8 9-12 All 
Type Students Students Students Students 

MFA/APT 0.047   0.015 0.014 0.076 
 
 
5) Planned Residential Development 
 Closely related to the Student Yield Factors are planned residential development units.  
Planned residential development data is collected to determine the number of new residential units 
that will be built over the time frame of the student population projections.  The units built within 
the next seven years will have the appropriate SYF applied to it to determine the number of new 
students the planned residential development will yield. 
 
 This data was obtained through discussions with the city of Berkeley, local developers and 
district staff.  Data includes development name, location, housing type, total number of units and 
projected move in dates (phasing).  Phasing for planned housing is factored into the seven 
projections. (See SECTION 2 for a detailed listing of the planned residential development).   
 
 In the student population projection by residence DDP includes all Approved and Tentative 
tract maps in addition to any planned or proposed development that possibly will occur within the 
projection timeframe.  The planned residential development information and phasing estimates is a 
snapshot of the District at the time of this study.  All of the information may change and should be 
updated annually. 
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APPLYING THE VARIABLES TO GENERATE THE PROJECTIONS 
 
 The following paragraphs summarize how DDP uses the factors to determine the student 
population projections.  Remember that these projections are based on residence. 
 
 Berkeley Unified School District has been divided into 440 study areas.  Every study area is 
coded with the school code of the elementary, middle and high schools attendance area it falls 
within.  The residential projections are calculated at the study area level.  This means that DDP 
conducts 440 individual projections that are based upon the number of students residing in each 
study area. 
 
 The first step in calculated the projections is to tally the number of students that live in each 
study area by each grade (Kindergarten through 12th grade).  The current student base (school year 
2013/14) is then passed onto the next year's grade (2013/14’s K become 2014/15's 1st graders, 
2013/14's 1st graders become 2014/15’s 2nd graders, and so on).  After the natural progression of 
students through the grades is applied, then Birth Factors are multiplied to the current kindergarten 
class to generate a base for the following year's kindergarten class. 
 
 Next, a Mobility Factor is applied to all grades.  Again, these factors take into account the 
natural in/out migration of students throughout the District.  The mobility factor is applied to each 
student in every grade (1-12).  A unique mobility factor is applied to each elementary zone 
determined by the mobility factor study. 
 
 The last essential layer applied to the projections deals with additional students from 
planned residential development.  This is a simple calculation, again conducted at the study area 
level, where the estimated number of new housing units for a particular year is multiplied by the 
appropriate Student Yield Factor. For example, if 100 single family detached (SFD) units are to be 
built in a specific study area in a given year, then you would multiply this number (100) by the SFD 
K-6 student yield factor (.047) and the resulting number (4.7) is divided evenly among the seven 
grades. 
 
 To finish generating the projections by residence, the same process is conducted for each of 
the 440 study areas.  Once the projections have been run at the study area level, then it is simple 
addition to determine projections for each of the District's attendance areas or for a district-wide 
summary.  For example, the residential projections for the Willard Middle School attendance area is 
simply the summary of all of the study areas that make up this specific attendance area (see Section 
Five, Six and Seven)] for the projections of each elementary, middle and high school attendance 
areas). 
 
 The District Summary for the projections (Section Four) is a total summary of all 440 study 
areas.  The projections excludes all of the students that attend a District school but live completely 
outside of the District's boundaries, and full-time special education (SDC) students.  These students 
are factored back into the projections by calculating their current overall percentage of student 
population, applying the percentage to future years and adding it to the resident projections (please 
see the Attendance Matrices in Section Three for a breakdown of the out-of-district (permit holders) 
and SDC students school).  DDP adds the current total out-of-district and SDC students to each year 
of the projections because there is no way to accurately forecast these students in the future.  
 
 Current and historical students, geographic data and non-geographic data are used to 
calculate the factors used in the student population projections by residence.  These factors are 
applied using SchoolSite and projections are calculated for each study area for each grade. 
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Projections by Residence Flowchart 
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SECTION TWO – PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
 This data was obtained through discussions with the major developers within the District 
boundaries, the Planning Department of Berkeley and local developers.  A database and map of the 
planned residential development was created, including, when available, project name, location, 
housing type, total number of units and estimated move in dates (phasing schedule).  Projected 
phasing is based upon occupancy of the unit and is used to help time the arrival of students from 
these new developments. 
 
 In the student population projection by residence DDP includes all Approved and Tentative 
tract maps in addition to any planned or proposed development that possibly will occur within the 
seven year projection timeframe.  The planned residential development information and phasing 
estimates is a snapshot of the District at the time of this study.  All of the information may change 
and should be updated annually. 
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BERKELEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Planned Residential Development Over the Next Seven Years

Legend
Residential Development 
Projects
District

0 0.25 0.50.125
Miles

/ Prepared by 
Davis Demographics & Planning, INC.

651 Addison St Apartments
94 MFA

The Aquatic
94 MFA

Dwight Way Project
77 APT

The Fidelity
15 APT

Sequoia Apartments
42 APT

2701 Shattuck Ave Apartments
67 APT

1931-35 Addison St Apartments
69 APT

Ashby Arts
98 MFA

2107 Dwight Way Apartments
99 APT

Parker Place 2
155 APT

Acheson Commons
203 APT

Residences at Berk Plaza
298 APT

Page 12
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SECTION THREE – ATTENDANCE MATRICES 
 

Three Attendance Matrices have been included to provide a better understanding of where 
students reside and where they attend school.  Remember, DDP projections are based upon 
where the students reside, not the students school of enrollment.  This method allows DDP to 
provide the most accurate forecast of where shifts in student population may occur and changes 
to future facilities (if necessary) should be located.  Therefore, since the projections are based 
upon where the students reside, the figures we use as a base for each school's resident projection 
may be slightly higher or lower than the actual reported enrollment for each school.  The best way 
to plan for future facilities is to know where the next group of students will be coming from, not 
necessarily which school they are currently attending 
 

Attendance matrices act as a check and balance for student accounting. Illustrating where 
the students reside (in what School of Residence) based upon their geocoded address and which 
school they attend (School of Attendance) based upon District provided student data. It is essential 
to show how the students used in the projections match up to the District’s records of enrollment 
for each school.  Furthermore, intra-district transferring patterns can be determined by comparing 
School of Residence data to the School of Attendance data. 

 
READING THE MATRIX 

Starting with the K-5 Elementary School Attendance Matrix, let's begin with Central Zone as 
an example.  Following down the first column with the Berkeley Arts Magnet (BAM) heading, there 
are 209 K-5 grade students attending BAM and reside in the Central Zone attendance area.  
Continuing downward, 168 students attend BAM that reside in the Northwest Zone attendance 
area. Next it shows that 8 students attend BAM and reside in the Southeast attendance area, and so 
on.   
 

The row “Out of district (permit holders)” refers to students living completely outside of the 
Berkeley Unified School District, but attending one of the District's schools.  There are 16 Out of 
district (permit holders) students attending BAM. Special Education refers to special education 
students attending and there are 0 Special Education students attending BAM. Total Attendance is 
the total number of students attending a school regardless of where they reside, and reflects the 
District’s enrollment counts for each school.  There are 422 students attending BAM. 
 

The next step is to read across the matrix, beginning with the Central Zone attendance area 
row.  We know 209 represent the total number of K-5 grade students residing and attending 
Central/BAM.  Let’s go over a few columns to Jefferson. This number (14) refers to the number of K-
5 grade students residing in the Central Zone attendance area, but attend Jefferson which is part of 
the Northwest  Zone. 
 

The “Total Residing in Attendance Area” column is the total number of students living in that 
particular attendance area. The 
“Total School Enrollment” row at the bottom of the spreadsheet is the actual number of students 
attending all of the district’s schools regardless of where they reside. 
 
 
.  
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SECTION FOUR – DISTRICT WIDE STUDENT POPULATION PROJECTION  
 

The student population is projected out seven years for each of the study areas, attendance 
areas and for the entire Berkeley Unified School District.  The District Wide Summary enables the 
District to see a broad overview of future population shifts and what impact these shifts may have 
on existing and future facilities. Each attendance area is summarized to give a more local view of 
population changes and identify variances in the district.  The study area listings enable the District 
to monitor student population growth or decline in neighborhood areas within the District. 
 

Together, these projection summaries, present the means for identifying the timing of future 
population shifts and overall facility adjustments needed to accommodate these shifts. At any time, 
study areas and their projected resident students can be shifted between schools to assist in 
balancing enrollment, school consolidation among various other analyses. 
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District Wide Projections  
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District Wide Projection Trends 
 
Berkeley USD student population is projected to increase by 1,588 potential TK-12 students over 
the projection time frame.  The overall elementary (grades TK-5) student population is expected to 
increase by 433 students by 2020.  The middle school (grades 6-8) student population may increase 
by around 453 students by 2020. The high school population may see an increase as well, with a 
jump of around 702 over the next seven years. 
 
By next year (Fall 2014), the District can potentially expect a total of about 4,435 TK-5 students in its 
population. By Fall 2013, a total of about 2,082 6-8 students and 3,246 9-12 graders are projected.  
As a result, a grand total of about 9,762 TK-12 students are projected for Fall 2014, a total increase 
of 190 students from Fall 2013.  The K-5 student population is projected to increase next year by 
around 61 and in Fall 2015 by 109. In 2016-2019, the projections indicate that K-5 may continue to 
see an increase in student population. The 6-8 student population is projected to increase the next 
several years with the largest increase possibly occurring around 2014 at 147 potential 6-8 students. 
By the end of the projection timeframe small increases may occur but by 2020 a small decrease 
may occur. The largest annual increases, according to the seven year projections, will be in the high 
school grades the high school grades with a projected increase of around 197 in 2017 and 186 
potential 9-12 graders in 2018. The projected increases for BUSD are mostly due to higher mobility 
rates which indicates that the district is keeping their students as they progress from grade to grade 
and are gaining students from grade to grade as well. There is a small amount of residential 
development scheduled to occur over the next few years, but most of this development is 
considered “urban style” type homes and the student yield will most likely be minimal (around 5 
students per 100 homes). 
 
The District needs to monitor the development closely and update projections annually, especially 
due to the volatility of the housing market in California and the U.S. right now. 
 
 

The preceding projection numbers are based upon “residence”, not actual enrollment at each 
school.  
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ATTENDANCE ZONE PROJECTIONS BY RESIDENCE  
 

Attendance Area  Central Zone Projection Date  10/2/2013 
  ACTUAL PROJECTED RESIDENT STUDENTS 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

TK 28 54.3 57.1 52.8 54.6 54.6 54.6 54.6 
K 278 245.1 282.5 268.1 271.3 273.0 273.0 273.0 
1 277 279.4 246.3 284.0 269.4 272.6 274.4 274.4 
2 263 280.3 282.7 249.2 287.4 272.6 275.9 277.7 
3 222 268.3 285.9 288.4 254.2 293.1 278.1 281.4 
4 231 224.7 271.5 289.4 291.9 257.3 296.6 281.4 
5 254 240.0 233.4 282.1 300.6 303.2 267.3 308.2 

                  
TK-5 1553 1592.1 1659.4 1714.0 1729.4 1726.4 1719.9 1750.7 

                  
Attendance Area  Northwest Zone Projection Date  10/2/2013 

  ACTUAL PROJECTED RESIDENT STUDENTS 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

TK 30 56.8 59.1 58.6 58.1 58.2 58.1 58.1 
K 259 231.5 266.4 266.7 264.6 264.3 264.3 264.3 
1 251 251.1 223.8 258.0 257.9 255.9 255.6 255.6 
2 234 250.9 250.3 223.5 257.2 257.1 255.1 254.8 
3 252 239.8 256.4 256.2 228.5 262.9 262.8 260.7 
4 238 251.6 238.8 255.8 255.2 227.5 261.8 261.8 
5 242 240.8 253.9 241.4 258.1 257.5 229.6 264.2 

                  
TK-5 1506 1522.5 1548.7 1560.2 1579.6 1583.4 1587.3 1619.5 

                  
Attendance Area Southeast Zone Projection Date  10/2/2013 

  ACTUAL PROJECTED RESIDENT STUDENTS 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

TK 21 39.0 34.7 36.0 35.9 36.2 36.4 36.6 
K 191 176.8 177.8 178.8 179.8 180.8 181.8 182.8 
1 158 189.5 175.4 207.1 190.1 194.2 196.3 196.3 
2 187 157.4 188.7 174.7 206.2 189.4 193.4 195.5 
3 145 182.7 153.7 184.4 170.6 201.5 185.0 189.0 
4 193 145.0 182.7 153.7 184.4 170.6 201.5 185.0 
5 177 190.5 143.1 180.3 151.7 182.0 168.4 198.9 

                  
TK-5 1072 1080.9 1056.1 1115.0 1118.7 1154.7 1162.8 1184.1 

         
The preceding projection numbers are based upon “residence”, not actual enrollment at each 
school. The Out of district (permit holders) and special ed students were not included in these 

projection numbers unless otherwise noted. 
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Elementary Attendance Area Student Population Projection Trends  
 
According to the District Wide Student Population Projections, in the fall 2013 there were a total of 
4,131 TK-5 students enrolled in the district, not including special education and out of district (permit 
holders) students.  The overall elementary (grade TK-5) students are expected to be around 4,565 by 
the end of the seven-year projection time-frame, not including special education and out of district 
(permit holders) students.  
 

The  Central Zone attendance area had a total 
of 1,553 TK-5 resident  students Fall 2013.  
The projected resident  students is expected to 
increase by 2013 with a total of 1,592 TK-5 
students. Years 2014 – 2017 each  show some 
possible student population increase due to 
scheduled residential development and higher 
mobility rates ultimately reaching 1,729 by 
2017.  By 2018-2019, the area may experience 
very small annual decreases but by 2020 may 
settle back in at around 1,751.  In the 2013 
Elementary Attendance Matrix, the Central 

Zone had a total of 1,629 enrolled students at all of the four schools that lie within the zone, which 
are Berkeley Arts Magnet  (BAM), Cragmont, Oxford and Washington.  The schools had a total of 
70 inter-transfer (permit holders) students. 
 
The Northwest Zone attendance area 
had a total of 1,506 TK-5 resident 
students in fall 2013.  The projected 
resident students is expected to increase 
by Fall 2013 with a total of 1,523 TK-5 
students.  By the end of the seven-year 
projections, the zone may experience an 
increase to 1,619  In the 2013 Elementary 
Attendance Matrix, the Northwest Zone 
had a total of 1,114 enrolled students.  
The three schools which make up the 
zone (Jefferson, Rosa Parks and Thousand 
Oaks) had a total of 45 permit holder/out of district students. 

  
For fall 2013, the Southeast Zone attendance 
area had a total of 1,072 TK-5 resident 
students.  By 2013, the attendance area is 
projected to increase a bit to 1,081.  The 
projections indicate annual increases through 
2020, with just a small growth in 2017 with 
just a few potential students. By 2020 the area 
may have around 1,184 TK-5 students. In 
2013, the Southeast Zone (Emerson, Muir, 
Leconte and Malcolm X) had a total of 967 
enrolled students, of which 114 were inter-
transfer  (permit holder) students. 
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Middle School Projections by Residence 
         

Attendance Area    Martin Luther King MS                   Projection Date: 10/2/2013 
        ACTUAL                       PROJECTED RESIDENT STUDENTS 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

6 351 362.2 370.7 363.1 383.2 411.6 394.6 357.9 
7 315 366.2 378.1 386.8 379.2 399.6 429.2 411.8 
8 324 326.2 379.3 391.7 400.6 393.2 413.7 444.3 

                  
6-8 990 1054.6 1128.1 1141.6 1163 1204.4 1237.5 1214 
                  
                  

   Attendance Area    Willard MS                                    Projection Date: 10/2/2013 
  ACTUAL                      PROJECTED RESIDENT STUDENTS   
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

6 269 313.9 302 269.5 324.1 303.8 352.3 316.1 
7 251 273.5 319 306.4 274.1 329.4 309.2 358.4 
8 242 256.9 279.8 326.4 313.6 280.4 337 316.3 

                  
6-8 762 844.3 900.8 902.3 911.8 913.6 998.5 990.8 

         
The preceding projection numbers are based upon “residence”, not actual enrollment at each 
school. The Out of district (permit holders) and special ed students were not included in these 

projection numbers unless otherwise noted. 
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Middle School Attendance Area Student Population Projection Trends 
 
According to the District Wide Student Population Projections, in the fall 2013 there were a total of 
1,752 6-8 students enrolled in the district, not including special education and out of district (permit 
holders) students.  The overall middle (grade 6-8) students are expected to be around 2,205 by the 
end of the seven-year projection time-frame. The middle school population in BUSD is also served 
by Longfellow MS which is a magnet school that has no boundary. There are 162 6-8 students 
attending Longfellow who reside in Martin Luther King MS attendance area and 282 6-8 students 
who reside in Willard’s attendance area and attend Longfellow. 

 
Martin Luther King MS had a total of 990 6-8 
students in 2013 school year.  At the end of 
projections (Fall 2020), the attendance area may 
have a total of about 1,214 6-8 resident 
students. In reviewing the Middle Attendance 
Matrix, the school had a total of 915 students 
enrolled in 2013.   There are 40 students who 
are attending Martin Luther King MS and whom 
reside outside the district boundary. 
 

 
According to the seven year projections for the 
Willard MS, the school had a total of 762 6-8 
students in 2013/14 school year.  By 2020 the 
attendance area may have a total of about  991 
6-8 resident students. In reviewing the Middle 
Attendance Matrix, the school had a total of 512 
students enrolled in 2013.  Of the resident 
students, 404 actually attended the school.  The 
Willard MS had 108 6-8 transfer students.  
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